homas Lawrence E”is, 80, a well-known Conracl Farmer, Passec] away on June 2, 2008 at the Tﬂigl’%

gate Memor3 Cottage in Pozeman, Montana, due to comPlications of Alzheimer's disease.

A vigil service will be held Thursc‘ag June 5,at7 p-m. at the Fondera Funeral T‘Iome in Conrad. Fu-
neral Mass will be celebrated Fri&ag June 6, at 10:30 a.m. at St. Michaels's (Catholic Church in Conrad, with
burial in Mount Olivet Cemeterg. FPondera [Funeral [ome is in chargc of arrangements.

Survivors include children and spouses, | aura and Art Westwell of Clarks Summit, PA, Tom and Charlotte
F llis of Helena, MT, Betty [ llis and partner L arry Hill of Spokane, WA, L arry and Joan F llis of Washou-
gal, WA\, Kathleen and Victor VanfJorn of Sparks, NV, Chris and Juclg Fllis of (onrad, and Pat and
Susan E“is of Bozeman; a sister, Loretta Lermox of Seattle; granc{cl'xﬂclren and spouses lan and LaDorma
Schneller of Odenton, MD., Rachel Schneller of Duties, VA, Michael Schneller of Roseburg, OR., Amy
and Tim Dilworth of Sandpoint, |D., Matthew [_llis of Washougal, WA, Victor, Justin, and Christine
Van[Jorm of SParks, NV, | isa and Kﬂle [ llis of Conrad, grcat~granc§children (ole and Carson Schne”er
(lan), Hayden, Noah and Kﬁlie Dilworth (Am9> and Hailcy K rebsbach (Justin Vanforn).

His wife of 59 years, Helene V\/hitneg [~ llis, sister \Valeria |rvin, and parents Johxw f’jarr\g [ llis and Gertrude
Loney Precec{ed him in death.

Tom was born on SCPtcmber 4,1927 in Conrad} Montana to John rﬂarrg and Gertrude Loretta <5turgeon>
[ llis and lived in Dupuger from birth until 1937, when he and his sisters moved to (Conrad and were raised bg
their grandmother, [_oretta Rives, at the (Conrad [Hotel. [e considered "(Granny® to be his inspiration and hero
and modeled her strength and wisdom with his children.

Tom and Helene Adelaide Whitneg were married in 1945 and farmed west and east of Conrad for almost 50
years until their move to the \Waterford Retirement [Jome in [elena in 2003. After [elene’s death in 2004, he
lived at the Fondera Nursing [Jome for a year and moved into the Memory Cottage at the [Jighgate in the fall
of 2005. T om was an avid hunter and fisherman and loved to water and snow ski, esPecia”9 with his kids. []e and

He]ene enjoged traveling in their retirement years.

Tom was a gracluate of Carro” Co”ege and togetl'xer with [elene established a permanent endowment for
business scholarships. ['rom 1970-74, he served on the

Pondera, T oole County planning committee during the missile build up and was appointed by Governor Judge
to the (Governors (Council on Petter (Government. ] om served on the Board of the [Tarmer's State Pank
(how Stockman‘s Bank) in (onrad from 1970-2000, was active in the March of Dimes cluring the 1950's and
60's, was an organizer of the Horizon Lodge in Conrad and served in the US Army at the close of Worlc{
War [lin 1945. During his high school summers, he was a welder in the ship building plant in Vancouver, WA,

Memorials may be made to Rocl(y Mountain Hospicc: 301 | delweiss Dr. Suite 5 & 6, Dozeman M ,59718
and Tl—xe Heart of the \/a”eg Animal Sl—xelterz 1549 East Camcron Briclge Road Bozeman, MT 59718.
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