
MYRA JANE URDAHL (MANLEY) 
        (June 4, 1929-June 5, 2008) 

 
 Jane was born in Three Forks, Montana on June 4, 1929.   
She lived on the family ranch just outside of Pony, Montana with 
her parents Harvey (1898-1996) and Madge (1902-1987)  
Manley, her brothers Phil and Joe, and her sister  
Clara (Bob Johnson). 

   She rode her horse to elementary school in Pony,  
Montana, attended middle school in Harrison, Montana and moved to  
Bozeman, Montana for her high school years. It was about this time that she met 

her future husband Duane G. Urdahl (1929-1998). They were married, January 21, 
1950. 

    Jane and Duane raised their family (Rick, Mitch and Diane) in Bozeman, 
Montana. As the school secretary at Hawthorne elementary for 30 years, Jane met 
hundreds of students and teachers and had great things to say about all of them.  “Miss 
Jane” positively touched many lives. 

    In the mid 1970’s Duane came home with the deed to a piece of land on 
the shores of Ennis lake containing sage brush, sand and a small 1961 trailer house. 
Jane was skeptical (it’s rumored that she may have called DuDad names) but rolled up 
her sleeves and planted flowers, a garden and grass.  With the help of Duane and her 
kids (mostly Mitch) trees and lilacs were planted. Jane’s green thumb and keen land-
scaping eye transformed the prairie into her families very own favorite place. 

     Jane had 6 grand children. Rick and Karlyn’s Tucker and Marlo, Mitch’s 
Kane, and Gary and Diane Guthrie’s Eileen, Leslie and JoAna . 

Jane’s great grandchildren consist of Donny and Marlo Maxwell’s Will and 
Ellie Jane. 

     Jane dearly loved visiting with all her nieces and nephews and hearing all 
the news about their offspring.  No one loved a party more than Jane! 
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