
J 
ohn W. òBilló Bailey, 

Sr. of Bozeman, 

passed away August 

2 2 ,  2 0 1 0  i n        

Bozeman from complications 

due to COPD.   He was born 

June 14, 1920 in Belgrade, 

Montana to Walter Judson 

and Cora (Lee) Bailey. 

Bill attended school through 

the eighth grade, when he then 

went to work to support himself.  He lived in the Gallatin Valley his entire life 

He married Helen Francis Patton in Livingston, Montana on August 14, 1939.  Bill joined 

the U. S. Navy in April of 1944, serving aboard the USS Sarasota in the Pacific during 

World War II. He was honorably discharged in January of 1946. 

Bill worked as an equipment operator and Maintenance Supervisor for the Montana     

Department of Transportation, retiring  in 1974.  Then, during the summer months, he 

worked as a grader operator for Gardner Construction and Sime Construction.  He and 

Helen enjoyed spending the winter months in Arizona, from 1975 to 1997.  Bill                 

permanently retired in 1982 to care for his wife until she passed away in 1998.  According 

to her doctors, they had fifteen more years together due to his good care. 

Bill enjoyed woodworking, fishing and camping, and especially enjoyed his grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, and his wife, Helen. 

Bill is survived by his son, John W. (Marion A.) Bailey, Bozeman; daughter, Barb(Mike) 

Seyl, Froid, MT; daughter, Bonnie (Jim) Secor, Bozeman; six grandchildren, and nine 

great-grandchildren.  Also surviving are his brothers, Jack, Kenneth, and Lloyd, all of    

Billings, MT, and sister, Dorothy A. Burton, of San Jose, California. 

Funeral Services will be held at 11 a.m. Friday, August 27 at Dokken-Nelson Sunset 

Chapel.  Interment with Military Honors will follow in Sunset Hills Cemetery.  Visitation at 

Dokken-Nelson will be from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday. 

Should friends desire, memorials may be made in honor of Helen, to the Parkinsonõs       

Disease Foundation,  care of Benefis Helath Care Foundation, Montana Deaconess 

Center, Great Falls, P.O. Box 7008, Great Falls, MT 59045. 

Thank you to all of Dadõs ògirlsó and staff who cared lovingly for him during his stay at the 

Chalet at Highgate Senior Living, and to the staff of Rocky Mountain Hospice. 

John W. òBilló Bailey Sr. (1920-2010) 


